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Time is Filled with Swift Transitions  

Steve   

Raine  

Principal  

 
The opening line of 

that song, which 

many of us know 

well, was written 

primarily to remind 

us that our hope can 

only exist in the 

t i m e l e s s  a n d 

unchanging character 

of our great God.  

H o w e v e r 

for many 

of us those 

s a m e 

words ring 

out the 

reality of 

how fast 

we feel the 

w o r l d 

around us 

is forever 

changing.  

Of course 

change in 

and of 

itself is not 

bad.  Here 

at  the 

College we 

experience 

c h a n g e .  

Every year 

one group 

of students graduates 

and God blesses us 

with another group. 

Each  g roup  i s 

different and brings 

both challenges and 

blessings.  We also 

continue to be 

blessed with a 

growing number of 

available visi ting 

lecturers.  These 

b r i n g  t h e 

opportunities for new 

relationships and 

richer fellowship.  
 

However, this year 

we have a number of 

significant changes 

that are unfolding in 

the life of the College.   
 

Transition 1: The 

first is a change of 

U S A  s p o n s o r i n g 

churches.  Since the 

inception of the 

College, and for the 

following 25 years, 

we were greatly 

blessed to have the 

church in Lakewood, 

Colorado, function in 

this role.  This was a 

mutually rewarding 

relationship which 

included an eldership 

with a passion for 

missions and a very 

capable missionsô 

deacon.  The next 

couple of years the 

Pinetree church in 

Longview, Texas, 

graciously provided 

that role.  While it 

may not have been 

their primary desire, 

they were deeply 

committed 

a n d 

connected 

to mission 

i n  t h e 

S o u t h 

Pacific.  We 

had this 

need and 

t h e y 

stepped up 

t o  t h e 

mark and 

fulfilled it.  

M o r e 

recently we 

have had a 

g r o w i n g 

relationship 

with the 

High Pointe 

Church of 

Christ in 

McKinney, Texas.  

They have been 

financially involved in 

support, plus a former 

elder and missionsô 

team member, Lynn 

Nored, has taught in 

our program.  When 

Meeting at the Missions Resource Network office 

in Bedford, Texas are Lynn Nored (SPBC Board), 

Steve Raine (SPBC Principal), Alan Phillips (MRN 

Associate Director and South Pacific Coordinator) 

and Dr. Dan Bochelle (MRN Executive Director).  

(Refer to ñTransition 2ò on page 4) 

...Continued on page 4  
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David Nelson  
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On offer in the 3 rd  quarter was 

a diversity of subjects.   

Church History 2 with Dr. 

Doug Foster (ACU),  

Corinthians and Hebrews 

w i t h  M i k e  A u s t i n 
(Tauranga),  

Ministry Skills & Practicum 
2  a n d  P e r s o n a l 

Development 3 with Steve 
Raine (Tauranga),  

Pr ison Ep is t les w i th 
Herman Alexander (Dallas, 

Texas) who arrived back in 
the middle of the 3 rd  

quarter, and  

Luke - Acts with David 

Nelson (Tauranga).  
 

It is encouraging to see the 

students make progress not 
only in the area of academics 
but also in processing what 

they are learning in the 
classroom.  It is wonderful to 

see that filter out into their 
thinking about, evaluating and 
valuing their lives.  One of the 

texts we focused on in our 
Luke -Acts subject was Luke 

9:23 -25 where Jesus talks 
about the cost of discipleship 
and makes a paradoxical 

statement about the necessity 
of losing oneôs life to save it.   

I had the students reflect on 

this text and its immediate 

context and in the larger 
context of the gospel.  One 
student responded in this way:  

ñOn a personal note, I felt like 
coming to Bible College was 

losing my life because I was 
going to put my career on hold 
for two years.  During my first 

year, I spent many nights just 
freaked out over the fact that 

my friends are all working and 
establishing themselves in the 
legal profession and I can 

barely remember what is 
written in the Rules of Civil 

Procedure.  And yet, looking 
back, "losing" my life even for 
just two years has actually 

saved it.  If I am totally 
honest, had I not come here, I 

would have probably gone 
down the road of materialism 
and earthly success.  Maybe 

that was part of the reason 
why I came here ultimately.  

It was that I knew that coming 
here would save my life in 

Christ.ò 
 

She had come to realise that 
what she was gaining here at 

the Bible College was much 
more than an education in the 

Bible.  She was experiencing a 
transformation of life through 
the study of Scripture and 

seeking to apply it to her life 
so that when she goes back 

home she will be able to give 
her life to help save others.  
ñMay God bless you and use 

you to bless others.ò 
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Matraca and 
Marcelo announce 

their 
engagement.  

Supporting New 
Zealandôs national       

rugby team.  

...and did we 
mention the 

rugby?  



Student Life: Did We Mention the Rugby World Cup?  

Roger Craig  

Dean of    

Students  

 

Yeeha!  The Rugby World 

Cup Tournament is here and 
the colours are being worn.  

Actually, to tell you the 
truth, it has been a nice 
interlude in the middle of a 

busy term.  Yes, papers are 
still being completed and 

exams are still being studied 
for but the feeling of 

excitement (among most) is 
great with all the hype of 
the Rugby World Cup being 

here in New Zealand.  A few 
of us were blessed enough 

to be offered tickets (thanks 
Andrew and Vee) at a very 
cheap price to attend the 

opening ceremony and first 
game.  Talk about passion 

for your country!   Some of 
the students and staff have 
been able to go to other 

games as well to support 
their favorite teams.   
 

Other events have also led 
to this being a busy term.  
The male students and staff 

travelled to Rotorua for four 
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days to attend the annual 

Menôs Leadership Forum and 
Menôs Challenge.  It was a 
great time of being built up 

and edified while enjoying 
some good Kiwi fellowship 

around food.  SPBC 
graduates, David Steel and 
Geoff Fairest, organized the 

event and they did a 
wonderful job.  I think 

everyone came home with a 
couple of extra pounds in 
addition to a 

r e n e w e d 
excitement about 

t h e i r  f u t u r e 
journey with God.  
 

The ladies also 

attended the annual Ladies 
Challenge.  Students and 

graduates alike were 
involved in planning the 

weekend as the Otumoetai 
Church of Christ hosted this 
year.  They came back 

looking uplifted as well.  
 

So what else has happened 

this termé. ah yeahé Big 
Day Out.   This is one day a 
year when we organize a 

day out for the students. 
They come to school 

thinking just another hard 

dayôs slog and then we 
surprise them with a day 
out.  This year we started 

with muffins and special 
coffee and played a bit of 

pool, darts and cards, then 
went to see a movie and 
finished with a nice lunch at 

the local Thai restaurant 
óCollar and Thaiô,  a lot 

better than any day in 
class!.    

 

Congratulations to 

Marcelo Toro Toro on 
his engagement to 

M a t r a c a  M o o r e .  
Connie Ross only has 
a couple of days left 

before she becomes Mrs. 
Thoms so all the best for 

your big day as well Connie.  
 

Also it was good to meet 

Johnôs parents Chito and 
Tess who came out for a 
visit from the Philippines. 

(Glad to see you were on 
your best behavior John!)  
 

Well I think thatôs enough 
for this reporté Keep the 
students in your prayers.  
 

Catch ya, Sir Rog  

First year student, Pablo Sanchez Gonzalez First year student, Pablo Sanchez Gonzalez 

leading singing during worship at the Otumoetai leading singing during worship at the Otumoetai 

Church of Christ.Church of Christ.   
SPBC students join others in welcoming Rob SPBC students join others in welcoming Rob 

Cuthbert to the church family following his baptism.Cuthbert to the church family following his baptism.   
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What do 

you see as 

great needs 

for the 

growth of 

the 

Kingdom 

around 

you?  
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they became aware 

of our need for a 

s p o n s o r i n g 

congregation, they 

gladly wanted to 

participate.  The 

purpose of the 

Collegeôs ministry 

fits exactly into 

t h e i r  m i s s i o n s 

philosophy.  In 

order to strengthen 

t h e  w o r k i n g 

r e l a t i o n s h i p 

between us, Lynn 

was also accepted 

onto the SPBC 

Board of Trustees.  
 

Transition 2:  

A second major 

transition is the 

formalisation of 

what has been an 

active 10 year 

relationship with 

Missions Resource 

Network (MRN) of 

Bedford, Texas.  

Recently MRN have 

u n d e r g o n e 

s i g n i f i c a n t 

t r a n s i t i o n s 

themselves with a 

change in primary 

focus.  Their desire 

is to ident i fy 

s t r a t eg i c  s i t es 

around the globe 

that are already 

engaged in Mission 

and then partner 

with these sites.  

MRN has a respect 

for the significance 

SPBC has had in 

Kingdom growth 

a n d  m i n i s t r y 

preparation in the 

region and where 

we have come from 

in the last 29 years.  

As we look to our 

direction for the 

next 20 years we 

have also gained 

appreciation for the 

type of resources 

and role MRN can 

provide.  Thus it 

s e e m e d  o n l y 

appropriate that we 

f o r m a l i s e  t h e 

relationship which 

was recently done 

at MRN offices.  
 

Transition 3:  

The third transition, 

which is in its initial 

s tages,  i s  to 

undertake a major 

review of the SPBC 

program with the 

purpose of asking 

what we want it to 

be in the next 10 ï 

20 years.  This will 

i n c l u d e  a n 

examination of our 

goals and purposes, 

vision, curriculum, 

teaching methods, 

and other relevant 

issues.  While the 

Management Team 

has had a mind to 

do this in the recent 

year or two, the 

ñurgencyò of 

o p e r a t i o n a l 

requirements often 

overshadowed the 

effectiveness of 

devoting time to it.  

Now, with the 

backing of the 

Board, we have 

been challenged to 

give more due 

diligence to this 

task.  You too can 

be a part!  Many of 

you reading this are 

graduates or are in 

churches in the 

region.  I would like 

to hear from you if 

you have ideas 

about what you see 

as great needs for 

the growth of the 

Kingdom around 

you, and how SPBC 

can be a part of 

preparing men and 

women for ministry 

in that.  Please feel 

free to email me:  

 

sraine@spbc.org.nz  

...ñSwift Transitionsò 
continued from   page 1  

SPBC 

graduates and 

staff members 

pose for a 

photo at the 

Asian Mission 

Forum in 

Chiang Mai, 

Thailand in 

August.  

mailto:sraine@spbc.org.nz?subject=Greatest%20needs%20for%20kingdom%20growth%20in%20my%20area

